
Residents are invited to our next All-

Neighborhood Meeting to be held 

Tuesday, October 10, in the Fellowship 

Hall at St Theresa Catholic Church.  

The meeting begins at 7pm.   

Street parking is available on Haskell, 

next to the hall, or in the church park-

ing lot on Durford. 

All-Neighborhood Meeting is October 10th, 7pm ! 
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In this issue: One thing you may have noticed is 

that there’s always something happen-

ing in our neighborhood.  Usually, it’s 

new home construction or someone’s 

dog going missing. 

Now it’s the Memorial Heights Tax 

Increment Reinvest-

ment Zone (TIRZ) 

annexing a street in 

our neighborhood.  

The article on the 

next page tells how 

this happened and 

the possible impact it might have on 

the neighborhood.  This will be dis-

cussed further at the neighborhood 

meeting. 

The neighborhood block party is re-

turning after a hiatus.  It’s scheduled 

for November 4.  A detailed reminder 

email will go out later this month.  It 

should be a fun event for all. 

Many residents may know that our 

neighborhood has an interesting gene-

sis, having grown out of a WWI train-

ing camp.  It also means that the deed 

restrictions for the subdivisions in our 

neighborhood are not 

very current.  The 

state of the re-

strictions will be dis-

cussed at the upcom-

ing neighborhood 

meeting. 

Speaking of the meeting, St. Theresa is 

undergoing extensive renovations to 

many of its buildings.  The church has 

assured us that since the fellowship hall 

is new, there should be minimal impact 

to our neighborhood meeting.  See you 

there! 
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by Mike VanDusen 

When Greystar Real Estate 

Partners bought the Memorial 

Club Apartments on the south 

side of the traffic circle, they dis-

closed in a Super Neighborhood 

22 meeting their plans for the 

Elan Memorial Park Apartments 

on their east property.  At that 

meeting, Greystar also indicated 

they would be seeking a 380 tax 

abatement agreement with the 

City that would allow infrastruc-

ture improvements beyond that 

normally required.  Specifically, 

they wanted to fix the foundation 

problems with the traffic circle. 

A few months after the meeting, I 

talked with Harvin Moore, the 

HISD trustee responsible for Me-

morial Elementary School and 

Michael Benford, the HISD As-

sistant Police Chief, about the 

possibility of expanding the 380 

agreement to include Arnot.  The 

goal was to change Arnot to bet-

ter facilitate student drop off and 

pickup at the school. 

We subsequently met with Coun-

cil Member Cohen in November 

2014 to discuss the possibility of 

expanding the 380 agreement to 

include Arnot.  At that meeting, 

she indicated that Greystar repre-

sentatives had met with she and 

Andy Icken, the City’s Chief De-

velopment Officer.  We learned 

that the City was not very sup-

portive of the tax agreement with 

Greystar. 

The intent of the City became 

clear in November 2015 when the 

Memorial Heights TIRZ 5 ex-

panded their zone by annexing 

Washington and Westcott south 

of  IH-10 down to and including 

the traffic circle, both of the 

Greystar properties, Cohn Street, 

and Arnot, west to Memorial 

Park.  TIRZ 5 also annexed Ca-

mellia and the northern most stub 

of Terrace that ends at the 

Greystar west property. 

The annexation gives TIRZ 5 pur-

view over utilities and mainte-

nance of the streets within its 

zone, which means TIRZ 5 will 

be fixing the traffic circle. 

When Greystar purchased the 

apartment properties, several resi-

dents on Camellia and Terrace 

expressed concern at the possibil-

ity of Terrace being opened to 

Greystar’s west property for 

apartment residents usage.  This 

could cause increased motor vehi-

cle traffic, not just on Camellia, 

but also on many other streets in 

our neighborhood. 

However, a traffic impact study 

submitted to and approved by the 

City in 2013 shows no Greystar 

access to Terrace.  And the cur-

rent plat survey of the west prop-

erty approved by the City in 2013 

denies access to Terrace, requires 

a fence be maintained across the 

end of Terrace, and a 10 foot 

build line be provided along that 

section of the property line. 

This means the neighborhood 

should have advance warning of 

any attempt to access Terrace, 

because a new plat application 

will need approval from the City. 

A TIRZ Comes to the Neighborhood 



by Mike VanDusen 

By Tuesday morning after hurricane Har-

vey had struck Houston, I had been con-

tacted by two residents wanting to collect 

donations for victims seeking shelter.  Af-

ter determining what shelters and collec-

tion points were operational, an email 

went to residents asking for donated items. 

Kathy McCoy and her family collected 

items at their home, and Tami Hamilton 

and her family started collecting directly 

from the homes of residents.  By noon, 

about forty residents had responded, and 

items were being carried to the George R Brown 

Emergency Center and Lakewood Church.  Many 

thanks to Kathy and Tami for stepping up! 

Besides Tami and Kathy, other residents were taking 

items to the Brown Center, and other locations that 

had been identified as in need of clothing, bedding 

and towels, and water. 

Neighborhood Status 

Residents living north of Memorial were not badly 

affected by the hurricane.  Unfortunately, some resi-

dents south of Memorial sustained flooding in their 

homes on the first level; as much as 6 feet! 

Most victims were able to leave the neighborhood, 

or take refuge with nearby neighbors.  They are now 

in the process of rebuilding. 

Nearby Our Neighborhood 

Much of our neighborhood is well elevated.  Wash-

ington Avenue is the high point between Buffalo and 

White Oak bayous.  But the elevation decreases 

quickly as either bayou is approached.  Buffalo Bay-

ou had record levels of water.  The San Felipe gage 

peaked at 60’; the top of the bank is at 54’.  The 

Shepherd gage crested at 39’; top of the bank is 28’!  

The silt deposits in Buffalo Bayou east of IH-610 are 

impressive!  The upper portions of Buffalo Bayou 

Park are open, but the lower portions will need a lot 

of work.  The Johnny Steele Dog Park is scheduled 

to reopen on October 31. 

Recycling 

Biweekly recycling and bimonthly tree and junk col-

lection has been suspended.  The green carts will not 

be collected as garbage.  The City Department of 

Neighborhoods reports that recycling will remain 

suspended for at least another 3-4 months! 
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Harvey Response and Recovery 



Mark Saturday, November 4 on 

your calendars.  That’s when the 

neighborhood block party will be 

held. 

This is a family oriented event 

hosted by Cherrill Farnsworth 

and Pete Pavluk at their home on 

East Cowan. 

The party is being organized by 

Suneeta Rangwani.  Barbeque, 

side dishes, water, and other liq-

uid refreshments, and disserts 

will be provided. 

This will be a great opportunity 

to meet your neighbors, find 

common interests, relax, and 

have a fun time.  And the chil-

dren have always liked the par-

ty! 
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Deed Restrictions The Neighborhood Block Party is Back! 

The Crestwood/Glen Cove 

neighborhood is made up of 5 

major subdivisions.  Each has its 

unique set of deed restrictions, 

and these restrictions have been 

enforced for many decades.  The 

restrictions are big factor in the 

look of the neighborhood we’ve 

chosen to live in. 

Homebuilders have conscien-

tiously submitted plans for new 

homes to the architecture com-

mittees to ensure adherence to 

the covenants for each subdivi-

sion.  Builders are required by 

the City to submit an affidavit to 

the permitting department, stat-

ing their building plans comply 

with the covenants. 

While the deed restrictions have 

been enforced, many were writ-

ten when the subdivisions were 

first platted in the 1930s and 

1940s.  While new homes being 

built may comply with the re-

strictions, they are a far cry from 

what was envisioned when the 

restrictions were written. 

The deed restrictions in some of 

the subdivision may need to be 

amended to bring them in line 

with current home trends and 

building codes. 

The civic club board has en-

gaged an attorney to review our 

deed restrictions and provide an 

opinion on their status.  This is 

an important topic that will be 

discussed at the neighborhood 

meeting. 
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Board Members 

President Mike VanDusen (713) 864-0221 president@crestwoodglencove.org 

Treasurer Kathy Bernobich   treasurer@crestwoodglencove.org 

Secretary - Open -  secretary@crestwoodglencove.org 

Board Member Lon Stern   board2@crestwoodglencove.org 

Board Member Pete Pavluk  board4@crestwoodglencove.org 

Board Member Suneeta Ranjwani   board5@crestwoodglencove.org 

Board Member Christine Kirschner  board3@crestwoodglencove.org 

Board Member Tom Tynan  board1@crestwoodglencove.org 

Architecture Committee Liaisons 

Gail Baxter 

Lon Stern 

Alan Svoboda 

Mike VanDusen 

(713) 864-0221 architecture@crestwoodglencove.org 

Blockheads 

Street  Blockhead Email Address 

Arnot, Byway, Haskell Carole Lopez Arnot.Byway.Haskell@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

Blossom Pilar Schneider Blossom@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

Camellia Sharon Choens Camellia@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

Crestwood, NOM Marilyn Ho Crestwood.North@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

Crestwood, SOM Joni Landon Crestwood.South@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

East Cowan, NOB Cherrill Farnsworth ECowan.North@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

East Cowan, SOB JoAnn Owens ECowan.South@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

Feagan Anne Coles Feagan@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

Floyd Jennifer Briscoe Floyd@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

Glencove Katy Emde Glencove@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

Glenwood Delana Bice Glenwood@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

Memorial - Open Position - Memorial@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

Rose Ofelia Mayo Rose@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

Terrace, NOB Suzie Williams Terrace.North@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

Terrace, SOB Mary Christ Terrace.South@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 

West Cowan Rebecca Marvil WCowan@CrestwoodGlenCove.org 
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